
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Beachwood Arts Council 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: 2017 Sunday Afternoon Dance and Music Program 

Your Project Summary: The Beachwood Arts Council will present five music and dance performances 

throughout the year 2017.  They will be free and open to all Northeast Ohio communities.  Bringing high 

quality music and dance programs to the public fulfills our mission to promote and nurture the arts in 

Northeast Ohio. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $3000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This project offers a nice variety of accessible arts experiences for the Northeast Ohio 

community that it serves. I appreciate the organization's commitment to artistic/cultural vibrancy by 

providing a platform for local artists/groups to perform and dedicating the largest portion of the project 

budget to paying for their services. It's great that a reception is offered afterwards to allow audience 

members the chance to mingle with each other and interact with the performers. It would have been nice 

to hear more about how you intend to increase the audience participation by 10% and specifically who 

you would target to do that. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project fulfills the funding criteria. The project has great public benefit by having 

meaningful relationships with other stakeholders -- in particular the multiple performance organizations 

that are being contracted to participate in the programs. There is artistic vibrancy through engaging these 

stakeholders, a mix of highly qualified local professionals. The goal was clear with a growth of 10% 

attendance; and I believe there is the organizational capacity to achieve that. Regarding the audience to 

be reached, the project states an effort to reach all ages, children to seniors. The included photo of a past 

audience looked majority adult and seniors - so perhaps there can be more effort to make it inviting for 

families. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I scored this application a somewhat, because it was hard to determine if the public benefit 

was of a magnitude that necessitated full funding. Would this community be able to participate in arts 

and culture offerings at other locations? It was hard for me to tell. Artistic and cultural vibrancy is nice; I 

like seeing the partnerships. They clearly rely heavily on CAC to make this happen. How much does the 

community invest in this? Are there other funders that would support this? I needed more in depth 

information about the Beachwood community to make a stronger commitment to funding this program. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The project meets the funding criteria and is well organized and clear in its intent to provide 

access to those with financial barriers. I would have like to have seen content demonstrating intentional 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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outreach to ensure that they are indeed meeting their purpose. I appreciate their focus on giving visibility 

to culturally diverse groups. It was clear that the organization uses the series as a means to grow 

awareness of itself, but it was unclear if the performing groups are giving a chance to share information 

with the audience. The budget was clear and straightforward demonstrating organizational capacity to 

execute this project. It would been stronger if they were able to include sponsorships or individual 

donations to strengthen the budget and rely less on cash reserves. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat fits the funding criteria.  Unfortunately the public benefit is not well 

defined--the Sunday music/dance programs are targeting everyone of all ages in Beachwood.  It would be 

helpful if the proposal included some context about the other opportunities to see these types of 

performing arts locally, because the basic demographics we are provided indicate that Beachwood is a 

fairly affluent community that I would assume has decent access to performing arts programming.  The 

most space in the proposal was spent on the organization's history which is not very relevant to this 

request.  The five performances are very different from each other which could demonstrate some artistic 

and cultural vibrancy, but it would help to understand more about who attends which types of 

performances.  Do the same audiences attend all 5 performances?  Unfortunately key information about 

past attendance is cut off/missing from the project goal, which calls into question organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The Beachwood Arts Council's Sunday Afternoon Music and Dance Programs somewhat meets 

the funding criteria. Though the dance performances engage with professional dance groups and expose 

the public to many types of dance (Chinese, ballet, swing, salsa), the organization did not focus on the 

public benefit and the community the program is meant to serve. In an effort to be very open and 

welcoming (the entire Beachwood community is the community served) the Arts Council ends up seeming 

a bit vague and it is unclear how the Council's knowledge of its community drives its work. The Beachwood 

Arts Council does demonstrate the organizational capacity to carry through with the weekend dance 

series, I just wish the public benefit was highlighted more in the application. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


